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the mad vandalism of the Reformers. The work
of destruction was completed in Perth, and then
the Protestants attacked the Catholic edifices in
the neighbourhood. The policy was to leave the
churches, bare of all adornment, for use as places
of worship for the Reformers ; but abbeys and
monasteries were completely gutted. They had
no place in the Kirk of Scotland.
The regent still had an army at her back, and
the Lords of the Congregation were anxious that
this last threat to the success of the Reformation
should be faced. They marched to Stirling, where
the regent was reported to be camped, but found
on their arrival that she had hastened to Edin-
burgh. Looting as they went, the Reformers
pressed on to the capital. Again they failed to
find the regent. She had taken refuge in Dunbar,
not only a well-fortified town, but one from which
she could easily slip over to France if matters
became desperate.
The situation, however, did not seem to her
quite lost. The Reformers had entered the capital
with 6,000 men, had seized the strategic points,
and possessed themselves of the minting irons.
With the capture of the capital, however, it
seemed to many of the army that the Reformation
was won, and now they returned to tKeir homes,
despite the appeals of the preachers and other
leaders. The 6,000 men with which the Lords
of the Congregation had entered Edinburgh on